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St. Louis, April 8, 2019 – Growers in the Deltapine® New Product Evaluator (NPE) 
Program will evaluate Bollgard® 3 XtendFlex® variety candidates this season for the 
Deltapine Class of 20 that show potential to raise the yield bar across the Cotton Belt.  
 
“In every region of the Belt, there are variety candidates — nine in all — being evaluated 
that have shown yield potential greater than or equal to DP 1646 B2XF,” said Keylon 
Gholston, Deltapine Cotton Products Manager. “The Class of 20 is as strong of a class 
I’ve seen since the program began and has potential varieties that offer outstanding fiber 
qualities and significantly more disease tolerances than previous classes. The Class of 
20, which will be introduced in December, has the potential to continue driving average 
yield for U.S. growers upward.” 
 
Regionally, Deltapine NPE growers will plant a larger number of candidates than in 
previous seasons, including six candidates in the Southeast, Mid-South and Far West 
regions, and seven candidates in the Southwest region. A focus of this year’s NPE 
program is identifying Bollgard 3 XtendFlex varieties for each production region that offer 
similar or better performance than DP 1646 B2XF and other high-performing Deltapine 
varieties currently on the market.  
 
Based on company breeder testing the past two seasons, highlights of the Class of 20 
variety candidates are: 
 

• All nine of the NPE candidates have shown yield greater or equal to DP 1646 
B2XF in at least one region of the Cotton Belt 

 
• Two of nine candidates show potential for staple length greater than 39 

o Four of nine candidates have shown staple length greater than 38  
 

• Two of nine candidates show potential for fiber strength greater than 31.5 g/tex 
o Five of nine candidates have demonstrated strength greater than 30 g/tex 

 
Deltapine® NPE Program Kicks Off 12th Season, Focused on 
Raising Yield Across the Cotton Belt  
 
Bollgard® 3 XtendFlex® variety candidates for the Class of 20 show yield potential 
better than or equal to DP 1646 B2XF. 
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• Six of nine candidates are resistant or moderately resistant to bacterial blight 

 
• Five of nine candidates being evaluated in Texas are moderately tolerant or 

tolerant to verticillium wilt 
 
“I can’t express how important the NPE Program has become to my farm and my 
neighbors’ farms,” said Jason Waltz of St. Matthews, South Carolina, an NPE grower 
since the program began in 2008. “It’s an amazing program putting farmers on the 
forefront testing new genetics and traits, and I am excited about it every year. We need 
the Bollgard 3 gene in varieties that yield and grade like DP 1646 B2XF, so evaluating for 
the Class of 20 this season will be exciting.” 
 
A successful cotton crop begins with choosing the right seed varieties to plant, and NPE 
growers will plant and evaluate Class of 20 candidates on large-acre plots for a true farm 
test. The plots will be managed accordingly to each grower’s practices, consist of both 
irrigated and non-irrigated fields, planted on various soil types and be subjected to local 
environmental conditions. Feedback from the ~200 NPE growers across the Cotton Belt 
helps the Deltapine team determine which candidates to commercialize. 
 
Now in its 12th season, the Deltapine NPE Program has increased the level of confidence 
growers have in new seed genetics, says Gholston, citing DP 1646 B2XF, which was first 
planted commercially in 2016 and in two years has become the most widely planted 
cotton variety in the country, based on 2018 USDA data.  
 
“Farmers are confident in new Deltapine varieties because they know the NPE growers 
have evaluated them and given them their approval,” Gholston said. “The NPE growers 
are key to this program’s success. Their willingness to share data and information, the 
network they have created among themselves, their dedication to doing large-scale plot 
work correctly — it all shows how unselfish they are. They are doing this for the benefit of 
their own farms and the entire U.S. cotton industry, which they want to be successful.” 
 
To learn more about the Deltapine NPE program, go to Deltapine.com/NPE.  
 
About Bayer 
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields of health care and 
nutrition. Its products and services are designed to benefit people by supporting efforts to overcome 
the major challenges presented by a growing and aging global population. At the same time, the 
Group aims to increase its earning power and create value through innovation and growth. Bayer is 
committed to the principles of sustainable development, and the Bayer brand stands for trust, 
reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2018, the Group employed around 117,000 
people and had sales of 39.6 billion euros. Capital expenditures amounted to 2.6 billion euros, R&D 
expenses to 5.2 billion euros. For more information, go to www.bayer.com. 
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ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS FOR USE ON PESTICIDE LABELING. IT IS A VIOLATION OF FEDERAL AND 
STATE LAW to use any pesticide product other than in accordance with its labeling. NOT ALL formulations of dicamba, glyphosate or 
glufosinate are approved for in-crop use with cotton with XtendFlex® Technology. ONLY USE FORMULATIONS THAT ARE 
SPECIFICALLY LABELED FOR SUCH USES AND APPROVED FOR SUCH USE IN THE STATE OF APPLICATION. Contact the 
U.S. EPA and your state pesticide regulatory agency with any questions about the approval status of dicamba herbicide products for 
in-crop use with cotton with XtendFlex® Technology. 
 
Cotton with XtendFlex® Technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, glufosinate and dicamba. Glyphosate 
will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Glufosinate will kill crops that 
are not tolerant to glufosinate. Contact your seed brand dealer or refer to the Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control 
programs. 
 
Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are commercialized in 
accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of 
Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. This product has been approved for import into key export markets with 
functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in 
countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to move 
material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain 
handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for this product.  
 
B.t. products may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your seed brand representative for the registration status in your 
state. 
 
Performance may vary from location to location and from year to year, as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. 
Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible and should consider the impacts of these 
conditions on the grower’s fields. 
 
Insect control technology provided by Vip3A is utilized under license from Syngenta Crop Protection AG. 
 
Bollgard®, Deltapine®, Respect the Refuge and Cotton Design® and XtendFlex® are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. LibertyLink® 
and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
©2019 Bayer Group, All Rights Reserved 
 

      


